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Amsterdam Special 


Is Reconstruction a Concern of the Churches? 

The delegates to the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches will 
be asked to give serious consideration to the whole qestion of Christian recon- 
struction and inter-Church aid. How is it to be done, and who is to do it? 


A report on this subject has been prepared which raises the issues to be 
considered, The report deals with six phases of the Reconstruction programme : 


1) The needs of the European Churches today. 

2) The response of other Churches to those needs, 

3) The service of the World Council in helping the Churches to meet the needs. 

4) The changes now taking place in the situation, 

5) The issues before the Churches as a result of the changed situation, 

6) The alternatives before the World Council's Department of Reconstruction 
and Inter-Church Aid. 


The possibility of changing plans and methods is considered in the Report, 
but at the same time it is emphasised that the needs will continue for a genera- 
tion. "What happens in that generation", according to the Report, "will be 
fraught with grave consequences for the future of Christendom!, "The World 
Council", it is pointed out, "probably faces its greatest testing in the realm 
of Reconstruction and inter-Church Aid. I1t is here that the ecumenical idea 
ceases to be a matter of abstract theory, and is translated into concrete reality", 


On Sunday evening August 29, the work and needs of Reconstruction will be 
presented to the Assembly at a public meeting held in the Concert Hall. Speakers 
from five receiving countries and a refugee pastor will each make a five minute 
presentation. The Rev. Elfan Rees, Director of the Refugee Commission of the 
World Council will discuss the refugee situation today, as it faces the Churches. 
Dr J. Hutchison Cockburn, Director of the World Council Department of Reconstruc- 
tion and Inter-Church Aid will preside. E.P.o. Geneva 
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The Ecumenical Review 


The first number of the Ecumenical Review will appear this month. The 
Ecumenical Review is a quarterly (in English) published under the auspices of 
the World Council of Churches. Bishop Brilioth of Sweden is Chairman od the 
Editorial Board. Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft is Editor, and Pastor Nils Ehrenstrén, 
Bishop Stephen Neill and Dr H.P. Douglas are Associate Editors. 


The first number contains articles by Bishop Brilioth, Professor Nicolas 
Berdyaev!, Bishop Neill, Professor Ernst Wolf, Professor John Bennett, Martin 
Wight, etc. 


The purpose of the new publication is described in the following words 
taken from the Editorial; "A conversation between Churches is a conversation 
about the truth of God and His purpose for men, The rules of diplomacy and 
politeness which have their use in the intercourse between states are overruled 
by the one fundamental concern with ultimate realities. We hope, therefore, 
that the pages of this review will reflect that common struggle for that truth 
which transcends all Churches and oll men. we therefore ask our readers not 
merely to tolerate but to welcome uncompromising frankness af speech, even if 
at first reading it may hurt... 


"Churches which enter into conversation with each other can do so meaningly, 
however, only if they are willing to listen to each other - not merely in order 
to learn more about each other, but in order to learn more about their common 
Lord and about His will for the Church. The ecumenical conversation presupposes 
both a fundamental readiness to receive from sister-Churches in the fellowship 
the gifts of grace which have been bestowed upon them, and a willingness to face 
the challenges and questions with which they confront us, not in their own name 
but in the name of the Lord. We would therefore ask our writers and readers to 
consider this Review not merely as an interesting record of events and tendencies 
of thought in the ecumenical world, but as « common spiritual adventure, leading 
to unexpected and surprising discoveries..." 


The review can be ordsred from the World Council offices in Geneva, 17 
route de Malagnou (Sw.francs 10.-): London W.8, 7 Kensington Church Court 
(12/-)s: New York 10, 297 Fourth Avenue ($2.50). Single copies Sw.fr. 3.-3 


3/6; 0.80 cents. E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND "The University in a Technological Age", Conference 


at the Ecumenical Institute 


As a result of last year's conference of University Professors, the bcumnen- 
ical Institute at Bossey near Geneva again received a group of the same kind 
during the last week of JWly. The University Commission of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, under Dr John Coleman of Canada, called this conference to 
face the Church's responsibility for "The University in a Technological Age". 


Representatives of fifteen nations, thirty men, six women, were under the 
joint chairmanship of M. Philippe Maury (France) and Professor Kirtley Mather of 
Haverd University (United States). The panel of speakers included Professor CU, 
F. von Weizs’cker, eminent Atomic physicist from GOttingens; Rev. Leonard Schiff 
of the Sheffield International Centre; Dr John Coleman, just back from a survey 
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of 105 universities in four continents and Mr. Stuart Dalziel, an engineer, and 
Industrial Secretary of the British Student Christian Movement. Asia's voice 
was heard through two Indians end two Chinese, Africa's through John Karefe- 
Saart, a West african doctor of medicine, and Isis Kelada, a student at the 
American University in Cairo, 


Worship in several traditions and a searching Bible study on the Epistle 
to the Colossians led by Hendrik Kraemer, director of the Institute, gave direc~ 
tion to the programne. The sequence of addresses was: 1) Tecchnics and Civil- 
isation; 2) The Criticism by Modern Thought cf Historical Christianity and of 
Itself; 3) Marxism Challenges the Church; 4) The Christian Response. 


Last year's four working groups on Science, Law, Literature, and Theology 
were joined by two new ones on Philosophy and History. The difficulties en- 
countered in trying to reach certain and permenent answers to the problem in 
the university indicates the need for further work on the subjedt and sets the 
stage for a year's work in the university centres of the nationdalrepresented, 


Preparation is in hand for next year's Conference, the third of the Univer- 
sity Commission series, on "The Meaning of History". B.P.S.Geneva 


A Roman Catholic Greeting to the Ecumenical Commission for 
the Chaplaincy Service to Prisoners of War 


The Roman Catholic chaplains to German prisoners in France have held a meet- 
ing at Lourdes, and on July 30, sent a greeting to the Ecumenical Commission for 
the Chaplaincy Service to Prisoners of War, which we quote in fulls 


"Looking back, we think with gratitude to God of the fraternal help which 
we, 2S prisoners, have received from the Christian Churches affiliated to the 
World Council of Churches. We know how many of us, especially those in remote 
districts, have derived insight, courage and comfort from the "Lagergemeinde" 
and other papers published by the ecumenical movement. 


"But we feel particular joy and gratitude to the Lerd of the Church for 
granting us this experience cf the Una Sancta Ecclesia, in our daily contacts 
with our Protestant colleagues. We could give so many personal witnesses of 
this} But in any case we Catholic chaplains shall take back with us to Germany, 
as one of the richest spiritual fruits cf our captivity, this frank interest in 
one another, this prayer to the Spirit 'to unite our divisions', this brother- 
hood as disciples of our common Master. 


"and we shall express our gratitude for all the spiritual and moral help 
which you have given us by sincere prayers during the Assembly in Amsterdam, 
that the Lord Ged may use it in His grace as a further step toward the fulfil- 
ment of the last prayer cf His Son; ‘That they may be one, that the world may 


believe that Thou hast sent me' (John 17:21)." EeP.o. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Congress of Presbyterian World Alliance 


The sixteenth Congress of the Presbyterian World Alliance opened in Geneva 
on August 10, The Reformed Presbyterian Churches cf all five continents are re- 
presented by some 200 delegates. There are also delegates from the Younger 
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Churches in the mission fields cf Asia and Africa, and from the Eastern European 
Churches. 


The opening address was given by the President, Dr George H. Donald. The 
work discussed in the separate groups was then presented as follows: 


"Historical Confessions and the Present Witness of the Church" by Professor 
Pierre Maury (France) and Dr George Ws Richards (U.S.«.) 

"Freedom and Justice in the Light of the Bible" by Dr J.N. Thomas (U.S.A.) 
and Professcr Hromadka (Czechoslovakia) 

"Presbyterianism and the Present Ecumenical Situation" by Dr J, Hutchison 
Cockburn (Director of the Reconstruction Department of the World Council cf 
Churches) and Dr John A, Mackay (U.S.A.) 

"The Forms of Presbyterian and Reformed Worship" by the Rev. dames I. McCord 
(U.S.A.) and Dr W. Niesel (Germany) 

"What is Fundamental in Church Order?" by Dr Berkelbach van der Sprenkel 
(Holland) and Dr George Pidgeon (Canada) 
| ati Church and its Mission to the Modern World" by Professor Jean Cadier 

France). 


The opening service in the church cf St Gervais was threwn open to the Pro- 
testants in Geneva. The preachers were Pastor Mare Du Pasquier cf Neuch&tel and 
Professor Pitt Watson cf Sectland., A solemn service, followed by Hcly Communion, 
will be held in the Cathedral cf St Pierre on August 15, by Pastor Dominicé, the 


Moderator cf the "Compagnie des Pasteurs" of Geneva. K.P.S.Geneva 
FINLAND News from the Church 


Rebuilding ef Churches.- The reconstruction work in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Finland has reached, acecrding to reports of the Finnish 
Naticnal Committee cf the Lutheran World Federation, a new state in the beginning 
of this years action has been taken for the rebuilding of churches which were 
destroyed during the war, In the general reconstructicn pregramme in Finland 
in 1947 church buildings were only in the fifth place, but this year permissicn 
hes been granted fcr the beginning of the actual re-erection cf seven churches 
on the basis of the accepted designs. Two cf these churches which are going to 
be rebuilt are situated in eastern Finland and the cther five in the devastated 
Lapland in the north of the country. Of these latter churches that in Salla is 
being built mainly by means cf Danish support and that in Rovaniemi with Swedish 
aid. These churches, serving to the needs ¢f a population in huge areas, will 
be fairly large in size. 


400th anniversary of the First Finnish New Testament.- The 400th annivers- 
ary cf the first Finnish New Testament is going tc be celebrated in the ancient 
Cathedral cf Turku, on October 3rd. The werk of Bishop Michael agricola, the 
translator of the Holy Scriptures inte Finnish, was cf epoch making significance 
in the life of the whole nation and for the develcpment cf the Finnish language, 


The climax cf the celebration will be a service cf thanksgiving, at which 
also the President of Finland will be present. Representatives from the Scan- 
dinavian Churches, the Church of England and other Churches have been invited to 
this oecesion. The Lutherm World Federation will be represented by Dr S.C. 
Michelfelder from Geneva. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
| in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_august-13-20-1948_15_ 32-33 


Ne. 32/33 = August 13/20, 1948 ~5= 222 


4t the same time of this festival the General Assembly of the Church of 
Finlend, summoned together every fifty year, will assembled in Turku. Perhaps the 
nost important of its commissions will be the final settlement of the question of 


the Carelian refugee parishes in the Church cf Finland. feP.o. Geneva 
KORA "Criminals Without Sin" 


America and Kurope are net the only places where religicus films criginate,. 
There is 2 full length feature film that has been produced entirely without the 
assistance of western persennel, in the territcry of one of the Younger Churches. 
"Criminals Without Sin" was conceived by a Keresn minister; it was acted, photo- 
graphed, and sound-tracked by Koreans. It is being shown with great success in 
all commercial theatres in Kerea te thousands «f Christians and non-Christians. 


The original idea fcr the film came from the Rev, Andrew Whang, who also 
plays the leading role. ‘The title «f the picture refers to the impriscnment by 
the Japanese cf Christians under Japanese oppression during the past war. Edict 
after edict restrict the Christian Church in its evangelistic and educational work, 
The picture cf Christ has tc be replaced by that ef the Emperor Hirohito. A young 
theological student, who secretly continues his Sunday-school work in the woods, 
is apprehended and thrown into jail, where he is tortured by the water treatment. 
The pastor of the local church, who has upheld the courage of his congregation by 
his faithful witness, is finally cast into prison, There he ministers to the 
other prisoners, murderers, and criminals, while he gradually succombs to a linger- 
ing sickness. When there is no hope for his recovery, he is allowed to return 
home and dies in the arms of his faithful wife. 


There is no "happy ending" to this film, but it is a witness to the glorious 
victory of a faith which overcomes the world. EPS. Geneva 


American Church Hllelp for Palestine 


Charles P, Taft, President of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, announced on August 2, the receipt of a cabled appeul from Christian 
leaders in Palestine on behalf of non~combatent refugees from areas of conflict. 


Immediate steps have been taken by Church World Service, the agency through 
which the Federal Council and other Protestant and Orthodox bodies in the U.S.A. 
carry on their overseas relief programme, to send an initial shipment of supplies. 
The first shipment included 359 bales of clothing for men, women and children, 25 
bales of infant clothing and a quantity of vitamins and other medical supplies. 
The relief work of the Churches will be carried out in Palestine by an inter- 
national committee of foreign Christians to whom the supplied shipped by Church 
World Service are being sent. This committee will work in cooperation with the 
representative of the United Nations secretariat who is proceeding to Palestine 
to work on the problem at the request of Count Bernadotte, the United Nations 
mediator for Palestine. 


In recent reports received directly from representatives in Palestine and 
from statements made by Count Bernadotte, it is evident that widespread destitu- 
tion faces approximately 400,000 who have been dispossessed or driven out by 
Pichting in various sectors cf the country. BeP.S. Geneva 
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HUNGARY The Reformed Chu ch of Hungary Opens a New Centre 


For the purpose of remedying the disintegration and isolation of the active 
forces in the Church, a conference was held in Sarospatak from July 14 to 16, for 
persons responsible for various enterprises connected with the Reformed Church, 
These enterprises will form the various sections of the Centre and will try to co- 
ordinate their work wherever possible. By the end of 1950 the Centre hopes to 
appoint 50 collaborators, who will then be placed at the disposal of the Church 
as organisers and liaison workers, This autumn a seminary will be opened at 
Debrecen for training these workers, who will receive appropriate theological and 
technical instruction and will devote themselves particularly to Bible study. It 
is planned to train other missionaries of the seme kind later on. 


The Centre will not be financed from the ordinary budget of the Church, but 
by the various organisations interested in it, and by donations. The two men 
responsible for the idea of this Centre are Pastor Albert Bereczky, the new Bishop 
of Budapest, and Professor Alexander Makkai of Debrecen, formerly the Reformed 
Bishop of Transylvania. These two men had been requested by the General Conven~ 
tion of the Reformed Church of Hungary this Spring, to draw up a work for the 
Churches on the problem of evangelism and rebuilding parish life. It was this 
study which formed the basis for the decisions taken at Sarospatak. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


ROU ROUMANTA The Situation of the Roman Catholic 
Church 


According to information published in the press, a law was passed on July 
5, making it compulsory for Catholic priests to take the oath of allegiance to 
the Roumanian Republic, and giving the Roumanian authorities the right to nominate 
Catholic priests. The Catholic archbishoprics will be reduced to three, each con- , 
sisting of 750,000 souls. The total number of Roman Catholics in Roumania is about 


two million. E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN "Roeumenicity at Work! 


Beside several dozen full-time appointees of the various Mission Boards 

who are making plans for departure for Japan in the next few months, over sixty 

young persons are scheduled to sail from America on a three-year contract to serve 

in scores of colleges and secondary schools in Japan, The coming of these talent- 

ed, consecrated individuals, who have just completed an intensive summer course 

of six weeks! training in the techniques of language instruction and in cultural 

backgrounds of their chosen field, will do much to vitalise and redirect the life 

of the bewildered students of Japan. Forty-three of the above group are support- 

ed by the Methodist Foreign Boards (U.S.s4.) and placed for service in institutions 

of varying denominational connections - a gift to the whole Church in Japan. 

'This is ecumenicity at work," writes the "International Review of Missions". 
HeP.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN The End of the Lambeth Conference 


The Lambeth Conference ended on August 8. Sessions have been held private- 
ly in the library of Lambeth Palace, and a report consisting of an encyclical 
tae resolutions and reports of committees, will be published by the Society 

~ottne Christian Knowledge on August 18. E.P.o Geneva 
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